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Board Chair .: .” ‘. Rockvifle, Maryland 20852
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.Medla company ,Re:’Docket N~: 98P-0968’
,.

Stephen Brobeck ,.
Execu ti71e Dircctoc “’ Dear Sir or Madam ,’
Consumer Federation of Anlerica .,

,, .,

James Eaton, M.D. Public “VoiceforFood and Health Policy is pleased to suppo~ the Food and
C[inicd Professor of .Psy@iaMj,
Gcorgekrwn University Drug Administration’s proposed mvislon @ labelkg requirements for surimi
Priwte .Pmticc, Washill@orr, D.C: and surimi-containing”foods. These foods include imitation crab and lobster,,.
Carol Tucker Foreman ,meat, “Theproposed change woiild @yrnit “and/or”,ingredient labeling for the.“
Assistmt Swretiry of A,gri@ture species of fish used in these foods. The.National Fisheries Instihk has urged
}0[ hod timf CmLWncr Skim, this more flexible,irtgredient labeling. .. ~
1977-81
Pres;dcnt, Forwan 1ieidepriem . . . ,,

k Iya<yrr’lllC, Cu”&nt requirements say that surimi, a blended product often made from two

Ellen Ham or more fish species, must bear the name’of ea@ ingredient used. FDA notes in
I’07rrlcr‘Ulldm Secrr%ny of the pfoposed rule that this can increase production costs by requiring’
USDA fIJr Food, Nutr;fim
aird Conwnter 5eruic-es ,.. m“anufaciurersto maintain andtise multiple labels for what is essentially “the

same product. In addition; it can limit the availability of these products.”
John D. Herrick
Consldlkvlt Neither of these outcomes ii in the interest of consumers.
CEO, Gmgral.Mi\is, Canada (Ret.)

,. ,..

Nora PouilIon The”proposed @ange could result@ s~ightlylower prices for consumers, as
,.. ,

Che@umcc well as somti improvetient h conservation of the fish species involved. & the”
Res$trwant No’r;/Asia Nora,
Washington, DC.

same time, because the process for making surimi “decharacterizesv. the fish, ~
the specific species used has little or no effect on the finished product’: qual!ty

Frances Volel-Stech
Data Nefavrking Consultant,

or nutritional value. More impor@ntly, under the proposed change consumers
LI/cctIf Rchnologirs will receive m less label information than under current ‘rules.Labels will list all

‘” species that might ,be in the product,.’so that those.who wish to avoid a specific
species of fish can continue to do so. In this sense, the p.ropo~d label is “over-
inclusive.’’--”, “,, . . ,..

.,.
For”all these reasons-the i,tipact on cost and availability, the possible

“improvement h cohiervation, and the “over-inclusive;’ nature of the label..,.
change-P@lic Voice suppofis the proposed rule.. ‘.
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Respectfully submitted, ,,.,
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